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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 03801 161928Z 
ACTION L-03 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-00 AF-10 ARA-06 EA-07 
EUR-12 OIC-02 DPW-01 DHA-02 ACDA-07 CIAE-00 PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 SSM-03 /119W 

170452Z 024197/17 

R 161904Z MAY 77 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7414 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 
JCS WASHDC 
USUN NEW YORK 4848 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GENEVA 3801 

DOD ALSO PASS TO AE/JA, NAVY JAG, DAJA-IA, DCPA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ICRC, PARM, PFOR 

SUBJ: DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON HUMANITARIAN LAW - RED SHIELD 
OF DAVID 

1 . ISRAELI REP., MEIR ROSENNE, WITHDREW ISRAELI PROPOSAL 
FOR RECOGNITION OF RED SHIELD OF DAVID IN FACE OE 
CERTAIN AND OVERWHELMING DEFEAT. WHEN SUBJECT WAS 
REACHED ON AGENDA OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE CONCERNED, 
ROSENNE MADE HISTORICAL AND NONPOLEMIC AL STATEMENT 
WITHDRAWING THE PROPOSAL BUT RESERVING HIS RIGHT TO 
RAISE IT AGAIN IN CLOSING PLENARY SESSIONS (WHICH WILL 
RUN EROM MAY 23 TO JUNE 10). 

2. ALTHOUGH SEVERAL ARAB DELS (SYRIA, IRAQ, AND SAUDI 
ARABIA) TOOK THE FLOOR TO PROTEST THE POSSIBILITY THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GENEVA 03801 161928Z 

THE ISSUE MIGHT ARISE AGAIN IN PLENARY, THE GENERAL 
REACTION WAS ONE OF RELIEF. EGYPTIAN REP. WAS 
PARTICULARLY WARM IN HIS APPRECIATION FOR OUR 
EFFORTS WITH ISRAELIS. 

3. ISRAELIS INFORMED US OE THEIR DECISION A FEW 
MINUTES BEFORE THE MEETING AND, AT THEIR REQUEST, WE 
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INFORMED EGYPTIANS IN EFFORT TO PRODUCE NO RESPONSE 
BY ARABS. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT PROMPTED ISRAELI DECISION, 

BUT OVERWHELMINGLY ADVERSE VOTE COUNT WAS DOUBTLESS 

CENTRAL. WE WOULD NOT, IN FACT, EXPECT ISRAELIS 

TO RAISE THIS ISSUE IN PLENARIES, AND, IE THEY 

TRIED, IT WOULD PROBABLY BE REJECTED ON PROCEDURAL 

GROUNDS.SORENSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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